Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Scripture: Exodus 2:1-11 (Pg. 63 O.T. Pew Bible)  Ken Bechtel, Lay Reader           
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:      “What Being a Parent Sometimes Means”     
   Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -            “A Christian Home”                         Page 535

   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 14, 2023, Mother’s Day!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Donna Novinger in loving memory of her mother and in loving memory of her husband Dave as they would have celebrated their 50th anniversary on May 12.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST NEWSLETER ARTICLES ARE DUE by tomorrow May 15th!

GREETERS FOR May 14 and May 21: Ed & Peggy Berra and To be announced. Greeters for May 28 and June 4: Susan Faust, Donna Novinger, and To be announced.
LAY READERS: May 14 - Ken Bechtel; May 21 - Norine Goss; May 28 - Scott Miller. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
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                                 May 14, 2023

Mother’s Day - Sixth Sunday of Easter
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

May 14, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM 

Mother’s Day - Sixth Sunday of Easter
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Seth Guertin                   

L:  We come to worship today as a people blessed by grace and love.
P:  We are a people whose home is in the heart of the Holy One; a people whose true dwelling place is the peacefulness of the Spirit.   

L:  If at times we stray, if we drift, aimless, confused, and lonely; if the harshness and pain of life propels us away from our home,
P:  then God reaches out to embrace us, to induce us back, to call us home once more.
L:  Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -        “All Things Bright and Beautiful”        Page 578
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
O Creator God who loved us into being, we your children praise you. When we fall, you lift us up, when we fail you restore us, when we are wounded you nurse us, when we grieve you weep with us, when we celebrate you laugh with us. But sometimes we don’t reach out to you, we are embarrassed, or we forget, or we feel silly. Help us to reach out to you at any and all times of our lives we pray. Direct our path, so we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

       *Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 8:1-9 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in the heavens.
P: Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
L:  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
P: what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?
L: You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor.
P: You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:
L:  all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,

P:  the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

ALL: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

We believe that God is our Father and all His children are our sisters and brothers - to be loved, cared for, and forgiven. We believe in the life of sacrifice, humility and compassion which Jesus both taught and lived. We believe that if we trust in Him, and accept His atoning death for our sins, our life is eternal and our destiny is in Heaven. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, present with us always, inspiring us to walk the pathway of goodness, truth and light. Amen.
Hymn -            “Happy the Home When God is There”      Page 536
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
     CHURCH CALENDAR
May 14 - Mother’s Day - 
             9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
            10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May 17 - Bus Trip to Sight & Sound (attendees will park in Valleys parking lot, approximately 8AM to 6:45pm)

                   Please note: Council Meeting has been moved to May 24 at 7:00PM

May  21 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: May 14 - Marie Herb; May 21 & May 28 - Donna Novinger; June 4 & June 11- Ken Bechtel. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
LIFELINE PREGNANCY BABY BOTTLES CAMPAIGN:  Please return all baby bottles by next Sunday May 21st. Please don’t forget to put “returned” on the sign-up sheet, thank you. 
2023 GRADUATES: If there are any 2023 Graduates, please let the church office know their name, (high school/college, degree, activities & Special Honors) by May 14.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.

   PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Diane Shaffer, (Diane- surgery- May 15);  *Barbara (Barb-surgery-May 16) & Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry and Family;  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law, had surgery); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
          2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are beginning to collect donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 11th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help sort clothing can do so in the choir room before July 11th.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
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We wish all Mothers, Grandmothers, all Ladies a Blessed Happy Mother’s Day!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for May 14, 2023 - Mother’s Day

Invocation:  

Father, we come to you this day to learn of your will for our lives, to heal our wounds, to lift our spirits and give us courage and confident to boldly serve you in all that we do.   So, Father, come and be in our presence as we worship you.  We pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
Assurance of Pardon:  

Even in the midst of doubt and darkness, the light of God is shining in you, on you, and through you.  Out of God’s great love, you have been redeemed and made whole.  Rejoice, beloved of God!  Amen.

Scripture:  Exodus 2:1-11
Sermon:



“What Being a Parent Sometimes Means”

A second grade teacher had been giving a lesson on science. She had explained about magnets and showed how they would pick up nails and other bits of iron.

Now it was question time, and she asked, “My name begins with the letter M and I pick up things. What am I?

Billy, a little boy on the front row waved his hand and proudly answered, “You’re a Mother!!”

Today is the day set aside each year to pay tribute to Mothers – a very meaningful but sometimes difficult job. We are living in difficult times to raise a family – there are so many things out there in the world that tempt our children, and as parents you have to make difficult choices.  But the mother in our scripture today also had some very difficult choices to make during a very critical time in history. 

I hope as we look at this Old Testament, that it can give you as mothers and grandmothers a sense of new confidence and empowerment to handle the difficulties of today’s world?  What can it say to you personally today?

1.Being a Parent Sometimes Means Making Difficult Choices.  The Mother of Moses had a difficult choice to make.  The Hebrews had fallen into slavery down in Egypt. As they began to multiply and grow stronger in the land, they became a threat to Pharoah who was beginning to fear them. He decreed that all baby boys be killed and thrown into the Nile River. Parents were probably hoping that they would have only girls in that day even though boys were generally preferred. The Hebrew parents were going through turmoil as they were trying to make decisions.  Acts 17:17-22 tells us that many parents abandoned their babies – maybe not abandon them necessarily to die, but abandoned them in hopes that someone would come along and preserve their lives. 

Verse 18 says, “Then another king who knew nothing about Joseph became ruler of Egypt. He dealt treacherously with our people and oppressed our forefathers by throwing out their newborn babies so they would die.” Moses Mother tried to make a better decision. First of all she “hid him for three months” (Ex. 2:2). The family probably was on pins and needles the entire time hoping that no one would hear him crying.  Someone from Pharoah’s court could have passed by at any time and discovered him.  Moses Mother had to make another difficult decision when she couldn’t hide him any longer. She put him in a basket and placed the basket out on the river. It was a difficult decision to let him go after caring for him for three months, but she didn’t just abandon him on the river that day.

None of you have ever had to make that exact kind of decision concerning your children but there are other painful decisions that occur from time to time. Some have to do with difficult medical decisions.

There was a case of a one year old that had such a serious medical condition that only an experimental medical procedure MIGHT help her. Otherwise she would die in a short time. Certain members of the family were strongly opposed to going ahead with it. The parents were agonizing over what to do. Do they run the risk of her dying from the surgery or go ahead with it?  It was a difficult decision which they ended up making in favor of the surgery.  After a long process the little girl started to recover and now she is four years old.

Sometimes being a parent means making difficult choices -- how do you do this?

We need God’s help on a DAILY basis.  There is no parenting manual that gives all the answers or tell the “right” way to handle everything. Moses Mother was not an expert in every way, but she sought the Lord’s guidance on a daily basis.

Mothers, stepmothers, grandmother’s and other caregivers – we all need to put our dependence upon the Lord who can guide us and direct us toward the best decisions in these difficult times as well as the necessary daily decisions.

2. Being a Parent Requires Wisdom and Parenting Skills.   Moses’ mother posted his sister, Miriam, nearby to keep an eye on the basket.  She was instructed to stay out of sight to see who might come along that day.  When it so happened that Pharoah’s daughter saw the basket and the baby inside, Miriam volunteered to find a Hebrew Nanny to take care of him – Moses own mother.  When she showed up, she showed wisdom and restraint by not letting on that she was actually the baby’s mother and she agreed to take the job and received a paycheck for doing it.

Like Moses’ mother, today’s parents need lots of wisdom to know when to stay calm and collected, when to say “yes” and when to say “no.” When to tighten the reins and when to loosen them, when to choose the battles rather than fight every one of them over every little thing.  When to intervene and when to watch from the sidelines. When to give advice and when to remain silent.  It is difficult and requires wisdom from God as well as good parenting skills.

I have seen many parents who try to shelter their children from the world by structuring their lives so closely and making all their decisions for them for so long that the children don’t know how to make decisions and when faced with temptations they don’t know how to say no.  Maybe they have good intentions for their children, but many times it has the opposite effect.

Moses’ mother knew that she couldn’t shelter Moses for a long time. He was going out from her protection – he was on the Nile River where dangers existed.  He was going to grow bigger and stronger each day – she had wisdom in handling the situation that day.

Wise parents know when to let children make choices and decisions – When to hold on and when to let go and stand back and watch.

3. Being a Parent Means Trusting God’s Providence.  The Mother of Moses must have trusted the provisions of God when she placed him in the basket by the river. She again showed her trust when after she had cared for him took him back to Pharoah’s daughter and entrusted him to a stranger’s care.

The writer of the book of Exodus saw the events surrounding the life of Moses to be providential. He was born with a destiny to lead God’s people out of Egyptian bondage and to be a great law giver. 

It was providential that he grew up in Pharoah’s palace where he could be educated and trained for the great tasks that lay before him. Acts 7:22 says, “Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action.” 

It was providential that Moses later fled to the wilderness and encountered God in a “burning bush” while tending his father-in-law’s sheep. The mother of Moses was a woman of great faith who entrusted her son to divine providence. Hebrews 11:23 tells us that “by faith Moses parents hid him for three months after he was born because they saw he was no ordinary child and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.”

There comes a time when all parents must trust their children to God’s providence. Parents cannot always go with children out in the world to school or to college or when they are with their friends.

Anne Frank wrote in her diary, “Parents can only give good advice or put their children on the right paths, but the final forming of a person’s character lies in their own hands.”

There is a lot of truth in that statement, but Christians can also go a step further in knowing that their children’s future are also in God’s hands. Covering children with prayer as they grow up and go out on their own has more influence than we realize.

As parents we pray for our children. We pray to keep them entrusted to God’s care and safekeeping.  And it takes our faith to believe that even when they go astray that God is just as much involved in looking after them as when things seem to be going well.

When we as parents present our children for baptism this is a sign that we are calling on God to bless them and to work in their lives, to guard them from evil and temptation. In baptizing children, we are claiming the providence of God in their lives.

Mothers, stepmothers, grandmothers, and other care givers – don’t be discouraged by the difficult decisions you have to make pertaining to your children, continue to ask for God’s wisdom to be a part of your daily experience, and extend your faith to trust in the Providence of God in your children’s lives.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  

Lord God our Heavenly Father, you have blessed us with family and homes.  And today, Lord we thank you for the life that you have given us and for the many provision that you have made on our behalf.  We thank you for Jesus Christ and his teachings and the for the promise and hope of eternal life.  We thank you for the blessing of mothers that have nurtured us and cared for us.  We thank you for the wisdom they have shared and the guidance we have received.   

We are a strange mixture, Lord.  We are all different with various talents and abilities and desires that you have given us.  And we are here today to receive courage to truly be your people in this world that you have loaned us.   So, continue to mold us and equip us to do your work.  As we bring our needs and concerns, we are reminded of the many names and circumstances that need to be brought before you.  We pray for ____________________________________________.

Lay your healing hand upon our hearts and spirits.  We place our lives and trust in you Lord.  We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”
Benediction:
May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
